Malignant melanoma: relationship to parameters of differentiation.
Malignant melanoma is not only one of the most aggressive and lethal types of neoplasm, but its incidence in the general population is currently increasing at an alarming pace. It is interesting that most melanomas retain many of their characteristics of differentiation, including a dendritic nature and the production of melanin. This review discusses the phenotypic properties of melanoma cells, including their state of differentiation, and their tumourigenic and metastatic potentials, and attempts to provide an overview of the state of current research on the interrelationships between those parameters in murine and human systems.